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The Planning
Process
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The Planning Process
Foundations and Results

Each county land use plan has the Each county land use plan has the 
same foundation (the “high five” same foundation (the “high five” 
planning goals)planning goals)

Each plan has unique results, Each plan has unique results, 
based on unique community based on unique community 
characteristicscharacteristics
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The Planning Process
Each Plan is Unique

Your Input!Your Input!
A shared community visionA shared community vision

Land Use PlanLand Use Plan
A part of the overallA part of the overall
Plan For ChesterfieldPlan For Chesterfield

Comprehensive Planning PrinciplesComprehensive Planning Principles
The countywide vision for growth and developmentThe countywide vision for growth and development
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The Planning Process
Four Steps to a Plan

1 Existing Conditions Study: Gather 
information about the community

2
Community Vision: Citizen input 
about the future of the area

3
Goals/Recommendations:
How to achieve the vision

4
CPC/BOS: Required 
public input meetings



54

The Planning Process
After the Plan is Adopted

County departments use the County departments use the 
adopted Plan to anticipate future adopted Plan to anticipate future 
facility needs such as schools, facility needs such as schools, 
libraries, water and sewer servicelibraries, water and sewer service

The Plan guides the county to The Plan guides the county to 
respond to zoning requestsrespond to zoning requests
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Important
Points



56

Development 
Potential

=

Important Points
Density

The Plan recommends residential The Plan recommends residential 
land use densities based on land use densities based on grossgross
density (units per acre):density (units per acre):

10 acre 
vacant 
parcel

Land Plan 
Density
1 unit 

per
acre

Up To 10 lots
(size may vary)

NOT 10
1-acre lots
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Important Points
Vacant Land

Vacant or undeveloped land will not Vacant or undeveloped land will not 
necessarily stay that waynecessarily stay that way
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Important Points
The County’s Role

Chesterfield County is Chesterfield County is not a not a 
developerdeveloper

The county does not build gas The county does not build gas 
stations, subdivisions, or shopping stations, subdivisions, or shopping 
centers centers ---- individual property owners individual property owners 
develop their own propertiesdevelop their own properties
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Important Points
The Plan is a Guide

The Plan does not confer the right The Plan does not confer the right 
to develop a particular useto develop a particular use

The legal right to develop is given The legal right to develop is given 
by the zoning processby the zoning process
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Important Points
Many Factors Influence 
Development

The Plan is just one part of the The Plan is just one part of the 
development processdevelopment process

Development is influenced by Development is influenced by 
zoning, the market, and the wishes zoning, the market, and the wishes 
of individual property ownersof individual property owners
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Important Points
We Need You!

The Plan only works with citizen The Plan only works with citizen 
inputinput

Citizens supply the vision for the Citizens supply the vision for the 
PlanPlan

Citizens help implement the PlanCitizens help implement the Plan
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Important Points
We Cannot Predict the Future

We don’t know for certain exactly We don’t know for certain exactly 
if, when, or how any one property if, when, or how any one property 
will be developedwill be developed

We do our best to We do our best to anticipateanticipate and and 
plan for the futureplan for the future
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Resources



64

Resources
Planning Information

www.chesterfield.gov/planwww.chesterfield.gov/plan
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Community 
and 

Neighborhood 
Information

Land Use Plan 
Information

Stats and 
Facts
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Resources
Transportation Information

Thoroughfare PlanThoroughfare Plan
Traffic issuesTraffic issues
Road improvements (stop Road improvements (stop 
lights/signs, widening, etc.)lights/signs, widening, etc.)

Chesterfield CountyChesterfield County
Transportation DepartmentTransportation Department

748748--10371037
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Resources
Code Enforcement 
Information

Property nuisancesProperty nuisances
Zoning violationsZoning violations
Vehicle and weed abatementVehicle and weed abatement

Chesterfield CountyChesterfield County
Code ComplianceCode Compliance

748748--15001500



68

Courthouse Road Corridor Meetings:Courthouse Road Corridor Meetings:
Existing Conditions: April 15Existing Conditions: April 15thth, 7 p.m, 7 p.m
Citizen Issues: May 4Citizen Issues: May 4thth, 7 p.m., 7 p.m.
Options: Late May (TBA)Options: Late May (TBA)
Visioning: June (TBA)Visioning: June (TBA)
Recommendations: Fall (TBA)Recommendations: Fall (TBA)

The Next Steps

Welcome!Welcome!
IntroductionsIntroductions
Project OverviewProject Overview
Myths and MisconceptionsMyths and Misconceptions
Planning in Chesterfield County Planning in Chesterfield County 
The Next StepsThe Next Steps
End by 9 p.m.End by 9 p.m.
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Larger Northern Area Meetings:Larger Northern Area Meetings:
Existing Conditions: September (TBA)Existing Conditions: September (TBA)
Citizen Issues: October (TBA)Citizen Issues: October (TBA)
Options: Late Fall (TBA)Options: Late Fall (TBA)
Visioning: Late Fall (TBA)Visioning: Late Fall (TBA)
Recommendations: Late Fall/Early Recommendations: Late Fall/Early 
Spring 2004 (TBA)Spring 2004 (TBA)

The Next Steps
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Stay Informed!Stay Informed!
Please let us know how to keep in Please let us know how to keep in 
contact with youcontact with you
Share this information with your Share this information with your 
neighborsneighbors
Participate in future meetingsParticipate in future meetings

The Next Steps
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Questions and
Answers

Carl Schlaudt

748-1519

Welcome!Welcome!
IntroductionsIntroductions
Project OverviewProject Overview
Myths and MisconceptionsMyths and Misconceptions
Planning in Chesterfield County Planning in Chesterfield County 
The Next StepsThe Next Steps
End by 9 p.m.End by 9 p.m.

Schlaudtc@

chesterfield.gov




